How to Read Hangeul

Lax (Basic) Tense (Double*d) Aspirated If at end of "
Consonants Consonants Consonants block or word
= b boy b b boy ™ P Ppop p top
— d dog cc d dog = t top t pot
- g girl T g girl = k kil k pick
= () j jail XX j jail = () ch cheese t pot
= I lemon vav r pero
(=) m meat
- n  nail
A S sun A S sun A+(lory-s) shee t pot
M+(lorv-s) Shee (Not if followed by v)e
o no sound = h  hat ng ring

¢ * Tense (doubled) consonants - have a “stronger” sound than their lax counterparts that cannot be
represented with English sounds.
o The difference comes from more tension in the mouth and throat while making the sounds.
** Koreans do not release consonants at the end of a word, they swallow them.
V represents any vowel
Y-s represents any Y series” composite vowel
Mixed consonants - syllable blocks that have two different consonants on the bottom.
o Ifitis followed by a vowel sound (ex. %2 A 2! “Sit down!”), both consonants are pronounced.
o Otherwise, only one of the consonants will be spoken, the other will be silent (ex. & “chicken”).

Basic Vowels 'Y series” composite “W series” composite
vowels™” vowels™™
F ah car k yah yacht 1} wah watt g ¢t
! a bat ' ya yak
ay’ day yay" yay 1 way way  .og |
aw law yaw yawn waw walk
i . 4 . 7 . &
uh nut yuh yuck wuh won
eh get yeh yes weh wet - &l
1l ay” day 1l yay" yay 7l way" way
1 o go Yo yo
-— 00 food - Yoo you
—_ 0O (but smile!) b00k _’l | (but smile!) Iight — & |
ee feet -+ wee wee - & |
| weh wet L & |
H way® way (0dd)

¢ Vowels are always the second character in a syllable block
e " Only pronounced this way if at end of word
e ** Fach composite vowel is still pronounced as only one syllable




Practice Words

The following words are English words, place names, brand names, common words and
the names of foods written in 82 to give you the chance to practice. You should know
what most of these words mean if you sound them out correctly. The differences
between English and Korean pronunciation schemes often mean that the Koreanized
versions have extra syllables. If it doesn’t make sense at first, try saying it a little faster.
Have fun!

1. 7 2e= 31. BAl 61. EtOI]
2. 32. B=H 62. A QI
3. WEE 33. HOIE=HE 63. ALOICH
4. AEHA 34. =21 C[A3 64. &

5. 23t =S¢t 35. 7= 65. & &4
6. LtJC 36. 28 66. ZH]

7. oll0Ol01 AEFS 37. €dlgl & 67. 212E
8. et= 38. €ll&H 68. 22l

9. &I&E 39. & 69. w4

10. =02l 0ot 40. ZL2lH 70. AE=
11. gl & 41. di= 71. &4

12. QIR 42, &= 72. Jt0lct
13. g1dlIolE 43. X HA 73. 2IHR
14, st& 44, & A 24 74. =2

15. &2 45. L8| 75. S 4k

16. Z Xl 46. e 76. HIEY
17. UIAIE 47. I AZdI0IH 77. 2LIH
18. ditll= XI2 48. HA 78. AL
19. HIZ et &det0l£ 49, HAIZ 79. 84 =
20. "Lt 50. XI = 80. HIIE
21. A 51. 84 81. =H

22. HILIL & 52. A&X 82. AEIHA
23. 0t0lA I8 53. AIt= 83. OlEH&
24, =11 54. J| % 84. HLICH
25. dic|Hl 0l 55. o1& 85. 21t &
26. ¥ 56. W= 86. WA
27. A AlOt 57. AL 87. =&
28. & ¢! 58. #1032 88. i

29. HiLIA 59. HIOI= 89. Ot}

30. 2= & 60. &1t 90. AR



New Zealand
hot dog
McDonald’s
stress

Coca Cola
Pagoda
hairstyle

Korea

. Shinchon

10. Lotteria

11. “bibimbap”
12. internet

13. upgrade

14. hogwon

15. “seonsangnim”
(teacher)

16. kimchi

17. “PC bang”

18. barbecue chicken
19. tequila sunrise
20. banana

21. hamburger
22. video shop
23. ice cream

24. “bulgogi”

25. elevator

26. the Philippines
27. Russia

28. “one shot!”
29. tennis

30. World Cup

VOoONGOUAWN =

31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

taxi

computer
nightclub

floppy disk

New York

film

television
helicopter

“kim bap” (Korean

“sushi”)

40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45,
46.

printer

lemon

soju

jazz dance

health club

orange

“noraebang” (singing

room)

47.
48.
49,
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.

escalator
bus

Mexico
cheese
“Hongdae”
cruise
kangaroo
kiwi

Incheon
“maekju” (beer)
whiskey
supermarket
table

sofa

61. tire
62. Spain
63. cider (Korean 7Up)
64. gum

65. “sam gyup sal”
(Korean bacon)

66. “kalbi” (rib meat)
67. yogurt

68. wine

69. news

70. sports

71. Hyundai

72. camera

73. interview

74. Daewoo

75. Busan

76. Vietnam

77. monitor

78. Switzerland

79. salad

80. paint

81. “ball(point) pen
82. Starbucks

83. Itaewon

84. Canada

85. cocktail

86. fax

87. “bokkeum bap”
(fried rice)

88. “"dam bae”
(cigarette)

89. Africa

90. shower
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